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campaigning for 
a cycle-friendly Dorset

Editorial ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
10 June 2017 at 2.30pm

Community Hall, 
The Quay, Wareham
Please note new time and 

change of date from 17 June

Non-members will be welcome. 
Light refreshments after the meeting.
The agenda will include a proposal 

to amend the constitution, 
to change the name of the post 

of Chairman to 
County Coordinator

Other items for the agenda must 
reach the Secretary 

at least 7 days beforehand

Liaison with the County Council
Thanks to some of our members who recently 
had a discussion with council officers about 
what the council is doing for cycling. 
Their report is encouraging as far as it goes. It 
includes yet another promise of cooperation 
with cycling groups such as DCN. If that 
sounds cynical, it’s we have sought to cooperate 
with the council about their plans many times, 
only to see regular consultation fizzle out. 
This is not to criticise council officers, who are 
often constrained in what they can achieve for 
us by lack of funds and staff shortages. They do 
their best even if it sometimes doesn’t seem like 
it, but they have to prioritise their work 
according to projects which can be funded and 
which meet county objectives and plans. 
See pages 4 to 6 for a summary of the recent 
liaison meeting, and how to get a copy of the 
full report.                      Michael Evans
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DCN regular rides

PURBECK 
Summer Wednesdays 6.30pm 
More details on page 3
John Thraves 01929 554550  
purb@dcn.org.uk

FERNDOWN 
1st and 3rd third Saturdays 10am
Start point varies. 20 miles with stop.  
Ken Cook 01202 890084  fern@dcn.org.uk
SHERBORNE Some Sundays 10am
Summer Thursdays 6pm
Peter Henshaw 01935 389357   
sher@dcn.org.uk
STUR NEWTON/BLANDFORD 
'Simply FABULOUS':  
'Blossom': 2nd Sat or Sun am. 3hrs with stop.  
'Buds': 1st Friday am  1-2hrs with stop 
Various start points   
Dilys Gartside 01258 860157    
blan@dcn.org.uk 

POOLE 1st Saturdays April to October.
Short, easy cycle rides from Upton House
2-3 hours including coffee stop
David Anderson 01202 697376 
poolerides@dcn.org.uk

WIMBORNE
Sundays monthly 
10.30am from Walford Mill 
2 to 3 hours  incl. lunch stop. See web site for 
dates or contact Joan Fordyce 
01202 848861  wimbornerides@dcn.org.uk

Every Monday and Friday. 
10.30am from Walford Mill 
Friendly, gentle 1-2 hr rides with coffee stop. 
Suitable for new riders.
Michael Evans 01202 880966
michael@dcn.org.uk

Additional Wimborne rides: see page 7

Check www.dcn.org.uk/regularrides.html or phone for updates.

Riversdale 
Guest House

33 Poole Rd, 
Wimborne, BH21 1QB
 welcomes cyclists!

Owner and keen cyclist Charles Glide offers 
details of local routes and safe storage for 
bicycles, tools for emergency repairs 
and pressure-washing for mountain bikers 
by prior arrangement. 
Close to the Castleman Trailway and a 
pleasant stroll into the town centre. Wimborne 
Minster is an ideal base for a pleasant off road 
cycle to the coast or inland rural Dorset. 
Charles is also happy to provide maps and 
help co-ordinate short guided rides around 
Wimborne. Why not make Wimborne a base 
for your cycling holiday?

 01202 884528 
charles@riversdaleguesthouse.co.uk

www.riversdaleguesthouse.co.uk
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Other cycle rides
Check www.dcn.org.uk/dates.html for updates

Rides on this page are as sent in by the organisers shown. You are advised to check 
they are up to date. DCN does not accept responsibility for errors or changes.

Please tell chair@dcn.org.uk if contact details don’t work

Kingston Lacy House
Thursdays 9.30am 1-hr “Health Ride”
and Moors Valley Country Park 
Wednesdays 10am 1-hr “Health Ride”.
Saturdays: Bike Fit and children’s sessions
01425 470721 www.moors-valley.co.uk/events/

Wimborne Pedal Pushers  
Paul Jenns 07900 987624 paul@jenns.biz

Stourton Caundle. 
Mondays: Apr-Oct  all day 60-80 miles
Nov-Mar all day 40-50 miles 
Fridays: mornings only, 30-40 miles
Suitable for all ages, moderate sustained pace. 
Coffee, lunch and tea breaks 
Tom Eden 01963 364447 / 07711 133736
tom.eden141@btinternet.com

New Forest
8.45am Saturdays at Waitrose, Christchurch or 
9am near “The Oak PH”, Burton. Return to start 
by noon. 20 miles. No need to book

Upwey 
Monthly first Sunday (not September). Meet 
10am near The Ship Inn, Elwell Street, Upwey. 
Ron March 01305 813935

Christchurch Bicycle Club
Various rides 40-60 miles in New Forest
Rob Jamieson 01202 489858

West Dorset
  CTC: Saturdays 10.15am. From Weymouth 
(RSPB hut, Swannery Car Park) or Dorchester 
(Top o' Town cafe). About 25 leisurely miles 
with lunch stop.
  Folders: Usually 1st Thursday. Train-assisted 
but riders can join at the start of the ride. 
Check start times : www.westdorsetctc.org.uk

Blackmore Vale 
“TryCycle” short and easy rides for getting back 
to cycling. www.wessexctc.org/bv.htm
Salisbury Cycling Campaign (COGS)
3 or 4 evening rides a month May to August. 7 to 
14 miles, leisurely pace, refreshment stop. 
Non-members please phone or email first.   
01722 325608  hello@cogsbike.org.uk

Sunday 2 July 2017
Dorset Bike Ride from Corfe Mullen
in aid of MacMillan Cancer Support
Six routes from 10 to 100 miles
Entry forms from 
www.macmillanbikeride.co.uk 
phone 01202 601705 
by post PO Box 1432, Broadstone BH18 9YE

Michael’s Garden
will be open in aid of the 

Dorset Wildlife Trust 
on Sunday 18 June 2 - 5 p.m.
Farrs Coach House, Cowgrove 

Road, Wimborne BH21 4EL
500 metres west of Wimborne Hospital
Thanks to the efforts of my late wife 

Valerie, who will be remembered 
by many DCN members, the garden 

won the 2010 DWT award for 
“Best large wildlife-friendly garden” 

I can’t promise how it will look 
this June but the view alone 

is worth coming for.
Come by bike if you can. If not there’s 

parking space next door at Farrs House.  
Entry £3.00, children free

For enquiries, my contact details 
are on page 23.
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Greenwood 
Guest 
House

Small friendly 
B&B 

in a quiet road 
(some off road 

parking)
Lockable garage for bicycles

Easy level walking distance to 
beach and town centre

Conveniently located for railway station 
(mainline to London) and Condor Ferry 

(to the Channel Islands)
Open All Year

1 Holland Road, Weymouth, DT4 0AL
Tel: 01305 775626

www.greenwoodguesthouse.co.uk
enquiries@greenwoodguesthouse.co.uk

tims cycle shop
28 Abbotsbury Road 
Weymouth  DT4 0AE 

01305 781831
timscycleshop@gmail.com

NEW AND USED BICYCLES
CYCLE SALES, SPARES, 

REPAIRS, SERVICING 
AND ACCESSORIES

How cycling is managed at DCC
There is no DCC officer dealing solely with 
cycling. Kevin and Wayne fit cycling in with 
their other transport planning and road safety 
roles. They have to prioritise on projects most 
likely get people to switch from cars to bikes, 
for the best value. 

Route development process and priorities
DCC is creating a strategic cycle network. The 
6 NCN routes in the county vary in quality but 
provide a reasonably good network. Sustrans 
are reviewing the NCNs and results are due 
early 2017.
Cycling routes through our market towns are 
few and need improving if cycling for everyday 
journeys is to grow. In 2011, DCC asked the 
public where they would like to see new routes. 
This consultation has been used in town cycling 
feasibility studies, and those with high scores 

will be designed and constructed if funds 
permit.
Traffic movement studies in Weymouth and 
Dorchester will identify new walking and 
cycling links. In Gillingham, new development 
will  be watched to ensure sustainable transport 
links to key places. The DCC transport planning 
tries to get developers to finance improved 
access from new developments to existing cycle 
routes, e.g. Blandford St. Mary’s Hill 
development and the North Dorset Trailway. 
Proposals for major road improvements are 
checked for cycling issues and possibilities for 
the future. Wayne and Kevin will try and 
prepare information about future routes so that 
cycling groups can comment on them before 
designs are finalised.  
  (continued next page)

Liaison with Dorset County Council
Last December, Judy Windwood, Roland Tarr, Peter Henshaw and Ken Cook (DCN) and Steve 
Knight (Sustrans) met Kevin Humphreys and Wayne Sayers of DCC in Wimborne to discuss 

cycling issues. The following is a summary of their discussion. If any member wants a copy of the 
full minutes and plans, please apply to the DCN Secretary by e-mail or by post with s.a.e.
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Funding
As we know, less money has become available, 
For example, Integrated Transport Block 
funding from DfT which goes towards the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) schemes has reduced by 
40% in recent years. Government funds now go 
to Local Enterprise Partnerships which focus on 
employment and housing growth in particular 
areas, with emphasis on links to Bournemouth 
Airport and Ferndown Industrial Estates. DCC 
is proposing a cycle network linking Wimborne/
West Parley/Hurn/Ferndown/St. Leonards. They 
are also working with Highways England on 
cycling safety issues on major roads in 
Ferndown, Dorchester and Bridport.
Ferndown, West Parley, Longham.
DCC and Bournemouth Council are looking at 
junctions and links to Canford Bottom, the 
airport, New Road and the bridge. 
Longham, Canford Bottom, Hampreston.
The cycle route from Canford Bottom to 
Longham via Hampreston is being examined 

again, following rejection due to the high cost 
of the scheme proposed. A cheaper option may 
be possible. 
Cobham Gate.
Schemes around St Leonard's are being 
examined with Highways England who may 
provide funding for improvements. This could 
leave LEP funding for other proposals.  (See 
Dave Webber’s letter on page 22)
Bridport 
Kevin is working with Highways England to 
improve cycle infrastructure in and around the 
A35. Proposed improvements at East Street 
Roundabout would include two toucan crossings 
and cycleway around the roundabout. This is 
part of a planned route from Maiden Newton to 
West Bay via Bridport. DCC hopes a cycle 
route link can be built along Sea Road North 
between St. Andrews Road and East Road in 
autumn 2017.

(continued next page)

Liaison with Dorset County Council
Continued for previous page
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Liaison with Dorset County Council
Continued from previous page

Wimborne signage
Judy and Kevin agreed to meet again to discuss 
issues and improvements.(See page 7)

Christchurch
Wayne is investigating improving Bridge/Castle 
Street and Purewell for cyclists who feel 
intimidated by buses in the carriageway. Kevin 
is looking into improved cycle network signs, 
which have been designed and await funding.

Charminster link.
The cycleway between Dorchester and 
Grimstone is being reconstructed. The A37/
A352 junction at Charminster will be made 
safer for cyclists

Partnership Approach
DCC wants to work with cycling groups, 
acknowledging that they have better local 
knowledge which can be helpful with route 
development, supporting funding bids, 
generating support for local improvements, 
maintenance planning, problem reporting, 

checking map updates, and promoting scheme 
opening events.

Cycle Path Maintenance
DCC has started to record all of its cycle way 
assets with a view to devising an inspection and 
maintenance regime for them.

Reporting defects to DCC:
Highways: 
www.dorsetforyou.com/travel-dorset/roads-and-
driving/report-a-road-problem
Rights of Way: 
https://mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/
rightsofway/reportproblem/

Future meetings
DCC are keen to carry on meeting 
representatives of cycling groups and a further 
meeting is being organised by them.
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Wimborne
Coordinator Judy Windwood  

Cycle routes signing
I had a meeting with Kevin Humphries 
from the County Council and we dis-
cussed the problems caused for cyclists 
by the one way system around the town.  
Kevin appreciated the problems and we 
talked over a few ideas for signing routes. 
As you can see from the report on the 
other meeting held with the County offic-
ers, they are looking at strategic routes 
and towns so this issue will be looked at 
as part of that work.  In the meantime, 
please cycle safely and with note of the 
one way system around Wimborne!  

East Dorset Cycle Maps
Just a reminder I have a stock of these 
and if anyone would like any for their 
work place, social group or local commu-
nity centre please let me know.  Or call in 
at the Tourist Information Centre in Wim-
borne if you need one for yourself.  

Promotion of DCN
I recently arranged with the Tourist Infor-
mation Centre to hire part of a window 
and displayed information about DCN.  
Application forms to join are available in 
there so hopefully we’ll get a few new 
members as a result.  
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The Merchant of Venice
in Ferndown

Cyclist-friendly coffee shop
Lorenzo invites cyclists

to his family run delicatessen
Large range of fresh cheese, meats, 
pasta and Fairtrade coffee. Gluten-free 
and organic products. Sandwiches and 

baguettes made on the premises
489 Ringwood Road, Ferndown 

BH22 9AG    01202 855166
info@merchant-of-venice.co.uk

Bike Craft Dorset

– Mobile Bike Mechanic
– Free collection & delivery

– Custom Bike Builds
- Competitive rates for repairs 
   and service of all type of bikes
- Cytech Level 2 Technician with fully equipped 
   home and mobile workshop
- Free collection and delivery to any Dorset address
- Basic Service from £30.00 
- Full Service from £60.00     
- 5 Star Strip and Rebuild from £100.00

Tel: Phil 07582 645334
E-mail phil@bikecraftdorset.co.uk
Web: www.bikecraftdorset.co.uk

Christchurch and Highcliffe
Coordinator: John Simpson

Spring is finally here. Those of you less 
committed to cycling, or who do not use 
your bikes during the winter might like 
to give them an airing down by the sea. 
There is an organised leisure ride every 
Monday from Highcliffe Castle 
organised by Moors Valley look on line 
here:  
https://news.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/46534 

Christchurch  has a very active cycle 
club with rides for all levels. See their 
web site for details.  
http://www.christchurchbicycleclub.org

Don't forget, if your bike has been in the 
garage all winter, give it a safety check 
before venturing out on it.

We have had favourable responses from 
some of our local councillors re cycling 
matters and cycleway planning and I 
hope to be following up on these. 

The Roshot Hill proposed development  
behind Sainburys at  Somerford (1000 
houses) should be given a high degree 
of scrutiny regarding foot and cycle 
access, especially connection onto and 
across the A35 at both the North and 
West limits. We will try  to keep track 
as planning proceeds.
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Cycle training

for all ages  
by Dilys Gartside

DORSET
Young People
Bikeability is the name of the National 
Standard for Cycle Training scheme. It is 
available free to young people across the 
country, most often through schools during 
term time. As a County Council Bikeability 
instructor I was delighted, after a couple of 
years of door pushing, to teach advanced 
cycling skills to older children at The 
Blandford School, with four Year 7 pupils 
achieving their Level 3 Badge. This is akin 
to motorcyclist training on a 1:2 ratio and 
teaches the skills needed to ride in busy 
traffic on complex roads and junctions, 
including journey planning and hazard 
strategy. 
Adults
Dorset County Council offers its residents 
6 hours of personalised training, tailored to 
a client's needs and delivered at a location 
convenient to client and instructor.   
Vouchers costing £10. for 2 hours are 
downloadable at: 
www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/adult-cycle

Cycle rides
The Purbeck  Freewheeler Wednesday evening 
summer rides commenced on 26 April from the 
Purbeck Sports Centre at 6.30 p.m. and will 
continue through the summer every Wednesday 
evening until the end of August. Details from me 
on freewheeler70@gmail.com  or 01929 554550.
We pride ourselves that our rides are open to 
everyone whatever their ability and we never 
leave anyone behind. They cover the Purbeck area 
and are on average 15-19 miles in length.

Cycle routes
I have been fielding many issues of late about the 
cycleways on the A351 between Wareham and the 
Bakers Arms on the A35, but the answer has 
always been the same, DCC have no money. As 
you know this government is very keen to link 
communities via transport, but this is not 
happening.

Housing developments
3,000 more homes are planned here, so we need 
to know about the proposed infrastructure. 
Perhaps the private sector should be responsible 
for building cycle ways together with 
consultation with the right organisations, which is 
lacking at the moment. We have a consultation 
agreement with DCC. We may need one with the 
private sector as well. 

Purbeck
Coordinator : John Thraves

Cycle training in 
Poole & Bournemouth

POOLE 
Young people and adults
www.poole.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/cycling-
and-walking/cycling/cycle-training/.    

BOURNEMOUTH
Young people
www.bournemouth.gov.uk/AttractionsLeisure/
SportsandActivities/CyclingTraining.aspx 
Adults
www.bournemouth.gov.uk/AttractionsLeisure/
SportsandActivities/adult-cycle-training.aspx

Cycling safety:
the Dutch Reach

The Dutch Reach is a method of opening a car 
door without endangering cyclists, by using the 
hand furthest from the handle. In this country, 
this means the left hand of the driver, or right 
hand of the passenger, forcing motorists to turn 
the body towards the door and making it easier 
for them to look over their shoulder to see 
whether a cyclist  or motorcyclist is coming.
See more at http://www.dutchreach.org/  or on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GzIf80eSfCg
But keep yourself safe when cycling by 
following the Highway Code Rule 67 - leave 
plenty of room when passing parked vehicles.
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About affiliated membership 
DCN is affiliated to CyclingUK (formerly CTC) 
which, in addition to giving DCN 3rd party 
insurance cover for our organised events and 
rides, enables individual DCN members to obtain 
the affiliated individual membership at the 
reduced rate of £24 a year.

The main benefits are:
• £10 million 3rd party insurance cover for any 
cycling you do (whether with DCN or by 
yourself). 
• 15% off Cotswold Outdoor purchases
• Half-price YHA membership and 15% discount 
on YHA bookings
• A weekly e-newsletter ‘CycleClips’ with the 
latest cycling news.
• Plus several others.

For more info go to 
http://www.cyclinguk.org/membership/affiliate-
membership-for-cycling-clubs-and-groups-of-all-
types-and-sizes

To apply for affiliated CyclingUK membership

(a)  Complete the form at 
https://www.cyclinguk.org/join-membership/
setup/AFMI
The DCN affiliate club code is 8001702 
or (b) Apply in writing to 
CyclingUK Membership, Parklands, 
Railton Road, Guildford GU2 9JX 
Give your full details including phone and email 
(if any) the DCN affiliate code 8001702 
and a cheque for £24.00 payable to CyclingUK

For full CyclingUK membership
Go to www.cyclinguk.org/membership/
membership-for-individuals-families or phone 
0844 736 8451 or 01483 238301 (local rate)
Full membership includes legal services 
and 6 issues of Cycle magazine per year. 
Annual subscriptions are 

£21.50 for Students or under-18s
£70 for adults
£28.50 for over 65s or anyone retired/out of 
work (unwaged membership) 

CyclingUK membership for DCN members

Cycling round the 
world in 6 months

“Laid Back Around 
the World” is a good 

read, costing only £6.95 
from Amazon at http://

tinyurl.com/hgrr48g 
and bookshops.

All profits go the the 
charity RoadPeace

www.roadpeace.org/

Written by Michael’s son Richard, this 
book conveys not only the many challenges 
he faced while undertaking such a huge 
feat, but the great generosity towards him 
on his journey by complete strangers 
around the world. 

“Richard’s overwhelming cheerfulness 
shines through the whole thing . . . an 

uplifting read” (Peter Henshaw)
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Laurie’s End, Wimborne. 
Self-catering HOLIDAY HOME 

Minutes from town centre but tucked away.
Spacious, light 1930s end terrace. 

Wood burner, garden, bike shed, car parking. 
Sleeps 3/4. Cycle from door to explore 

quiet routes, fabulous scenery 
and Dorset’s treasures.  

Book a Cycling Confidence Short Break or 
our ‘Ice Cream Crawl’ guided ride. 

01258 860157 
Dilys Gartside  NSIQ  

Cyclewisesouthampton@gmail.com
www.lauriesenddorset.co.uk 

Too close for comfort
Overtaking cyclists

CyclingUK want police to act when vehicles 
overtaking cyclists pass too close. A trial by 
West Midlands police has already improved 
driver behaviour, and CyclingUK are asking 
for financial help to spread good practice to 
other police forces. See how you can support 
them at 
www.cyclinguk.org/toocloseforcomfort. 
Some cyclists also pass cyclists (and 
pedestrians) too close without warning. With a 
cycle mirror you can see when a faster cyclist 
is going to overtake you, and take any 
appropriate action if they seem to be coming 
too close. I hope that DCN members try their 
best not to be guilty of close overtaking, and 
always to give a warning. 
If you don’t already do so, get a cycle mirror 
so that you know when a silent cyclist is 
creeping up on you! If  you it from one of our 
advertisers, you can get up to £10 back from 
DCN. See how on page 17. 

Michael Evans

Cycle parking
We have much needed extra cycle parking being 
installed in Sherborne, with a new Sheffield 
stand at Westbury (handy for two pubs, a chip 
shop and dentist!) plus two extras in Digby Road 
by the bus stop, where the single stand is often 
full. One or two stands will also go into the 
Terrace Fields rugby club, which is just outside 
town but well within cycling distance. Sherborne 
station is also getting a new deluxe facility, with 
covered parking for ten bikes now in the 
planning stages. 
Thanks to Kevin Humphreys, Sherborne Town 
Council, the rugby club and Network Rail for 
their co-operation. 

Rides
Thursday evening rides restarted on 6 April, 6pm 
from Culverhayes car park - good to see them 
back, though local DCN members have kept in 
touch through the Sunday rides and some PPPP 
evenings (that's ping pong, pie and peas!)

Sherborne
Coordinator: Peter Henshaw

£9.99 from www.velocebooks.com 
or order at local bookshops 
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Weymouth and Portland
Acting Coordiantor: Ken Reed

How to be seen on the road
by Michael Evans

Cycling UK has good advice about this, though 
as I point out below, it is not comprehensive. 
They have a good point in saying that you should 
think not only of reflective clothing and lights, 
but about good positioning on the road.  Where 
should you be when passing a side road or a 
parked vehicle?  
However experienced you think you are, take a 
look through the advice on the CyclingUK 
website (www.cyclinguk.org/be-seen-bike) 

Then think about the situations it doesn’t include, 
such as the right position to take before a 
roundabout, or a right turn? Where should you be 
in relation to a line of vehicles stopped at a red 
light, especially if one is a high-sided vehicle ? 

The little book “How to be a Better Cyclist” 
covers all these and more. 
If you buy it from your local bookshop you can 

get cashback of up to £10 from DCN 
(see page 17)

The DCN 
Newsletter Archive

Our newsletters since 1992 are available at 
www.dcn.org.uk/news_archive.html 

They record how DCN has developed, what 
we have campaigned for, and our successes 
and disappointments, as well as articles on 
bike maintenance, health benefits and cycle 
rides at home and abroad.

If you don’t have internet access but can look 
at the archive on a friend’s or library 
computer and find a copy you would like in 
hard copy, send the request with a stamped 
addressed C5 envelope to me. A single copy 
is free, but there may be a modest charge for 
multiple copies. 

Unfortunately, issue no 3 (autumn 1993) is 
missing.

As we have said before we are lucky that in 
Weymouth we have a good network of 
cycleways.  There are gaps, notably within the 
town centre and along the prom.  We keep 
working away at them when we get the chance 
but there has been no recent change.  We don't 
really think much will happen with the current 
politicians and officers but who knows what 
the structural changes will bring.  Ken 
represents cyclists on the Friends of the 
Rodwell Trail Committee.  

The Friends have recently introduced an 
advisory 10mph speed limit on the trail.  
While we don't much like this kind of thing 
many of the cyclists and other trail users we 
have spoken to support it.  The main speeding 
culprits are considered to be visitors, most of 
us locals prefer to be on good terms with other 
trail users.

Ken made a strong representation to the DCC 
Committee which looked into the running of 
the cycling part of the Ironman Triathlon in 
September.  He took part so is aware of how it 
worked for him.  A small but vociferous group 
of motorists complained about the closed roads 
for the cyclists and the way the event was 
organised.  

The net result is that Dorset has lost the highly 
prestigious full Ironman event, retaining the 
Half Ironman.  This is an appalling contrast to 
what happens in Ride London reported 
elsewhere in the newsletter.  

And before anyone asks, yes there is a 
connection between cycling for sport and 
going to the shops.  It not only raises our 
profile but many of us do both.
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 Gold Hill Organic 
Farm Shop

While cycling around our 
beautiful Dorset 

Countryside (on route 25) 
or hiking over Hambledon 

Hill, why not visit us?  
Farm Shop selling our own vegetables/meat/cheeses/organic dried goods and local 

produce. Art Gallery, Glass Blower, Cheese Maker.
Feel free to roam around our vegetable growing areas.

Child Okeford, Nr Blandford DT11 8HB
tel 01258 861916 

Open Thur and Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am - 4pm
www.goldhillorganicfarm.com

Welcome back Neighbours!  
The joyful reunion of Child 
Okeford with Shillingstone 
and Okeford Fitzpaine on 12 
October gave cause for a 
street party on  the newly 
opened Hayward Bridge over 
the River Stour.  
Haywards Lane had been 
closed to all traffic. Yes, even 
cyclists and pedestrians 
couldn't cross for nigh on 7 
months resulting in a 6-mile 
detour by narrow lanes or 
longer by main road.  For the 
cyclist, this was not good 
news and resulted in many a 
ride being cancelled.

A cycling obstacle course!
Each month to get to my WI 
meeting, I had an interesting 
trip to Child Okeford by 
cycling my folder to the 
Trailway at Haywards Bridge, 
lifting it over fence to 
footpath, cycling two miles 
over fields, often with 
suspicious cows, crossing two 
precarious footbridges, 
jumping one steam, lifting over 
a kissing gate to arrive to my 
colleagues’ cheers, only to 
repeat it on return journey two 
hours later.  Dedication indeed. 
This would not happen in 

Southampton, as I kept saying to anyone willing 
to listen.  Active travellers are not expected to 
exist in rural Dorset, obviously!

Child Okeford and Shillingstone reunited
The opening of the new Hayward Main Bridge last October reunited these 

North Dorset communities. There wasn’t room for this article from 
Dilys Gartside in the last newsletter, but here it is now.  

Simply FABULOUS gets Okeford 
girls on their bikes for the Valentines 

Day Challenge to Milton Abbas 
and a second time to Blandford. 

Rides start from Okeford Fitzpaine.  
Buds, Blossom or Full Bloom to meet 

your ability and fitness.
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Compulsory helmets for French kids

From 22 March in France children on bikes, 
whether pedalling or as a passenger, have been 
required to wear a helmet. 
The magazine “Cyclotourisme” (Feb 2017) 
comments that although this may be seen by 
some as an inconvenience, it is aimed at 
preventing serious injury to children’s heads and 
faces. Parents and adults accompanying an 
unhelmeted child cyclist are liable to a fine of 
135 euros.

Poole
Coordinator Stewart Sinclair

CLAG (Cycle Liaison and Advisory Group) meetings

· Cycle facilities to be extended from 
Upton Cross Roads to the Country Park.

· In April a draft network proposal for 
Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch 
will be discussed.

· The School Travel Plan is to be 
extended to give cycle training to adults 
to encourage more cycling to school to 
lessen the “school run” congestion.

· Zig-zag markings at crossings may be 
moved away from the kerb to maintain 
cycle lanes over the crossing and 
keeping it visible to motorists. Use of a 
“green strip” is also a possibility.

· It was suggested that the cycle sections 
of the three borough councils might 
merge to improve cross borough 
thinking. Suggestions and comments are 
being sought. Perhaps the local group 
could remain with an umbrella group to 
oversee needs and ideas. One suggestion 
is to keep the local groups and hold a 
teleconference.

· A contra-flow is proposed in Sandecotes 
Road and Mansfield Road to assist 
traffic from Ashley Road to meet the 
cycle way from Poole to Westbourne.

· Poole is hoping to trial lane separators 
such as plastic, collapsible posts or 
'ORCA' kerbs which are black and white 
mini humps lengthwise along the cycle 
lane to make drivers aware that they 
have strayed into the cycle lane. 
Suggestions for suitable trial sights are 
sought. The use of the zig-zag path near 
Tower Park will be looked into, 
although the meeting felt that this 
section was too steep to be practical.

       If you know bends or junctions 
where the cycle space is 
frequently invaded by vehicles, 
let me know and I will advise the 
cycling officer 
         (contact details p.23)

October
· The West Quay development will have 

shared use pathways.
· Use of the railbridge crossing 

Blandford Road from Hamworthy 
station to Upton Country Park is being 
considered and Network Rail are being 
consulted.

· Surface condition and root damage 
problems been passed to the department 
responsible.

· The area cycle map relating to a 
footpath between Longmeadow Lane 
and Beechbank Avenue will be correct 
as it is not a shared route. 

January
· Plans for West Quays road 

improvements should be available for 
the April meeting.

· The route from Hamworthy Recreation 
Ground to Upton Country Park to be 
signed and widened where needed. 

· Changes on Ringwood Road are hoped 
to start around March 2018.

· The shoreline path in Upton Country 
Park will be opened to cycles and made 
more pedestrian friendly, giving easier 
access between Holes Bay and Symes 
Road. 

(Continued in next column)
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DYLANS 
RESTAURANT

at the Courtyard Centre
Cyclists welcome

for breakfast, lunch or snacks
Open 7 days 9.30 to 5pm

Cottage Farm, Huntinck Road
Lytchett Minster BH16 6BA 

01202 631030
www.thecourtyardcraftcentre.co.uk

Follow the brown tourist sign 
on the A350 just north of Upton

OS ref SY 964 936

Bournemouth
by John Hayter

Bournemouth Cycling Forum

Turning bans and one-way streets
The Council have approved nine schemes 
starting in April.  The most significant will 
permit contra-flow cycling in the one-way 
section of Green Road, Winton.
Wimborne Road from 
Richmond Hill to Cemetery Junction.
Proposals are for on road cycle lanes, changes 
to  car parking and language school coach 
bays, and advance stop lines at St Valerie 
Road.
Town centre Beale Place.
Gate now in position with cycle gap. Vehicles 
obstructing the loading bay to be monitored.
The Square.
20mph zone planned between the Triangle, 
Tesco Extra crossing, Town Hall and Braidley 
Road as far as St Stephens Road. No special 
cycle facilities but improvements to NCR2 
connection to the Upper Gardens.
Throop to Hurn route.
Slow progress, but Bournemouth are to create 
direct access to the River Stour footbridge 
which has already been replaced at a width to 
enable cycling.  Bournemouth Airport support 
this route as part of their access plan.  Maybe 
soon?
Riverside Avenue Castle Lane East.
Junction redesign in progress.  Some work 
already done to ease access to the path through 
the open space.
Wallisdown Road
Poole and Bournemouth are working on a 
cycle safety scheme.   No detail yet but an 
aspiration for full segregation.
Ringwood Road Longham to Bear Cross
Vegetation being cut back on the path and 
improvements to be made soon near Millhams 
Recycling and Bear Cross roundabout.  

(Continued in next column)

Wessex Fields
Consultation has started on the development of 
the land north of Bournemouth Hospital. In the 
long term. Cycling will be part of the strategy 
to limit car parking and traffic growth. There 
will be a link to the Hospital from A338 slip 
road.  Cycling provision is shown as shared 
cycle /footway.  We have asked for adequate 
design standards if this is the preferred 
solution.
Stour Nature Park
This is a joint Local Authority scheme to form 
a continuous cycle/walking route from 
Hengistbury Head to Kingston Lacy.  Work is 
being done on an “opportunity” basis but a 
surprising (to me ) amount has already been 
done or is well advanced.   New footbridge 
crossings of the River Stour are part of the 
plan.   Heathland mitigation is one of the 
sources of funding.

For information on any of these schemes, 
or attendance at the Cycling Forum 

contact John Hayter. (details page 23)



page 17

Sweaters, polos, T-shirts, hoodies

Embroidered 
“DORSET CYCLISTS 
NETWORK”
Chest sizes: S (34/36")      M (38/40") 
L (42/44")   XL (46/48")    2XL (50/52") 
Order from 
www.salixembroidery.co.uk/html/
dorset_cyclists_network.html
or phone 01202 763291
Postage extra, or free if collected from
Salix, 2 Benson Road
Nuffield Industrial Estate, Poole  BH17 0GB
01202 950674   sales@salixembroidery.co.uk
SEE BELOW FOR YOUR REFUND

Hi-Vis waistcoats
Printed on the back with

DORSET CYCLISTS’ NETWORK 
www.dcn.org.uk

Send cheque for £7.00 per garment payable 
to TOWER SUPPLIES to
Jonathan Aris, Tower Supplies, 
10 Yarrow Road, POOLE BH12 4TS
Ask for “Hi-Vis waistcoat model C15.SHV06/DCN”
and quantity and sizes required: (M 34/36”) 
(L 42/44”) (XL 46/48”) (XXL 50/52”) 
SEE BELOW FOR YOUR REFUND

The newsletter is compiled by the Chairman and published in January, May and September.
Deadlines are 1st day of December, April and August. Send copy and images

by e-mail or by post to Chairman DCN.  Send s.a.e. for return of photos, cartoons and other artwork

Buy a DCN garment, “How to be a 
Better Cyclist”, or fit a cycle mirror 

and get up to £10 cashback
DCN sweaters etc.

A cost-effective way of increasing our 
membership and raising our profile is through 
you, our members. You can promote our 
campaign by wearing a sweater, polo shirt or 
hoodie with our name on it. Buy it direct from 
Salix Embroidery, a local family firm.

DCN Hi-Vis waistcoats
Tower Supplies of Poole produces DCN  
Hi-Vis waistcoats for £7 each. 

See the adjacent adverts for how to buy.
“How to be a Better Cyclist”

A useful little book on safe cycling practice 
Essential for the novice, and useful for 
keeping the experienced from developing bad 
habits! Order from your local bookshop or 
from Amazon.

Fit a cycle mirror
You’ll feel safer when you know what’s 
coming up behind you.

While our funds permit, there’s 
no limit on how many items you can buy 

and get a refund of up to £10 
from the DCN Treasurer. 

DCN’s cashback is increased

Pay for your purchase and post or e-mail receipt to Treasurer DCN (address p. 23)
giving your name, membership number, bank sort code and account number. 

How to pay for your purchase and get up to £10 refund

     Sweater                        Hoodies                        Hi-Vis
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In Copenhagen, 
bicycle traffic has 
risen by 68% in the 
last 20 years, due to 
strong political 
leadership by an ex-
mayor with an interest 
in cycling, and £115m 
investment since 
2015. Copenhagen 
authorities believe that “if you build 
protected infrastructure, people will start 
riding their bikes.” 

The Dutch are reaching the point at which 
bike traffic is overtaking car traffic. In 
Amsterdam, 48% of city-centre trips are 
by bike and in Groningen’s core, it’s 
61%.

In London, the gap 
between bike and car 
use is also narrowing.

From 2004 to 2014, 
cars entering the city in  
the morning peak fell 
from 86,000 to 64,000, 
while bikes rose from 
14,000 to 36,000. 

If this trend continues, by 2019 more 
people will be cycling than driving into 
central London in the morning rush hour, 
but London’s cycling infrastructure needs 
to catch up with that of Copenhagen.

What it takes to get 
more people on bikes

from The Guardian http://tinyurl.com/danesonbikes

Cycle track over the river in Copenhagen

‘The GREAT BIKEISH BRAKE OFF’  
 Sun 25 June  2017

Take the challenge and dust-off, lub-up  your 
legs and bike for a ride along the North Dorset 
Trailway and then enjoy a garden picnic in 
Shillingstone   
Routes : 6M/11km from Blandford or
  5M/9km from Sturminster Newton.
Participants will be accompanied there by 
experienced cyclists.   
The challenge is open to members of North 
Dorset Trailway but it’s easy to join us for just 
£5. per family unit.     
Donate at www.northdorsettrailway.org.uk

Unsure of your ability or fitness?   Maybe you 
can’t yet ride a bike?  Use the Spring to 
prepare and have 1:1 tailored lessons, 
courtesy of Dorset County Council     

www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/adult-cycle
More Info:   Dilys Gartside    

e.   blan@dcn.org.uk      
t.    01258 860157



page 20

Ride London
by Ken Reed, Acting Coordinator DCN Weymouth & Portland

28,000 cyclists! 
Unless you are a 
part of it you 
can't understand.  
Summer dawn 
outside the high 
rise where I was 
staying and the 
roads are full. 
Everyone going 
to the start. All 
registered 
beforehand, with 
five digit number 
and electronic 
tags on the bars. Past the breakfast burger 
vans I go into my allocated pound with 300 
others. We are called forward in turn, groups 
radiating in from all around the Olympic 
Park.
Off to the sound of loud music we fill both 
sides of the six lane dual carriageway. 100 
miles of Olympic closed roads lie ahead. No 
problem finding a wheel to ride on, there are 
so many and it's not against the rules. I 
choose a big bloke riding steadily with his 
mate and settle in. 
Along the Embankment we go and soon out 
into Richmond Park. Big man flicked his 
finger. No way I said, mentioning my grey 
beard. Nice guy, he understood, but I did take 
other wheels now and again after that.  
The early feed stops were packed. I had no 
need with water, potato cakes and marzipan 
on board, and my legs working fine in the 
early morning sun.  My first stop was 
planned at 40 miles, about two hours cycling 
for me today.  But it was not to be. I walked 
past the feed station. A crash ahead had us 
queuing handlebar to handlebar for an hour. 
All cycling life, and sadly death, is here. 
People crash but others just fall off their 
perch, their time has come. Nothing different 
from a club ride but on steroids. I got my 
water from a church tap, and rejoined the 
queue where I had left it.

We hit the first of 
the Surrey hills. 
No problem for a 
West Dorset man. 
I even had a 
supporter or two 
in the cheering 
crowd. Soon I 
was speeding 
down the other 
side at a 
ridiculous speed 
still overtaking, 
as I had been on 
the way up.   

The next big climbs took their toll. But my 
grey beard, flat bars and sandals singled me 
out for special encouragement from the 
crowds in every town, village and hamlet. It 
was about 80 miles and I had tired legs. 
Anne and our family were waiting at the 
Esher feed station. I took my first proper 
break and gladly accepted full strength Coke 
fully laced with caffeine and sugar.  I missed 
the family party which my ride was an 
excuse for. Another small climb and soon the 
Houses of Parliament, through Admiralty 
Arch to finish at Buckingham Palace.  What 
an experience, worth all the training and 
worry. My medal was presented and I was 
soon having a welcome massage at the 
Samaritans HQ.
I raised over £500 for Samaritans, some of it 
thanks to the generosity of DCN members. I 
finished in 7h 40m overall with a moving 
time of about 5h  40m.  There is a 1 in 4 
chance to get into this ride by ballot but 
plenty of charity places.  To finish there is a 
time limit, one needs to be fit and have a 
good road bike. I trained hard, particularly in 
July, doing three or four fast rides a week. 
I’ve registered for the 2017 Ride London and 
will again be doing it for the Samaritans. 

Visit
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ken-Reed2

Ken passing the Palace of Westminster
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from David Webber, DCN Ferndown 
Towards the end of February, I was cycling 
along the bridleway that runs from Wimborne 
Road to Haviland Road through the Cobham 
Gate development, which was under 
construction, on my way into the Ferndown 
Industrial Estate,  
I spoke to some of   Mildren's workmen who 
were putting in pegs along the bridleway in 
preparation for gravel and then tarmac on the 
whole length of the bridleway and beyond. 
They told me it was hoped to complete within a 
couple of weeks. 
Along with the lighting to be installed this is 
indeed great news. This is the first time, in my 
25 years cycling and walking around the estate 
that anything has been done to improve safe and 
convenient movement for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The connection at the Haviland 
Road end of the bridleway is still the same as it 
was, but hopefully that can be sorted out in due 
course.

Ferndown
Coordinator: Ken Cook 

DCN East Dorset
Following the announcement in the January 
newsletter that a combined East Dorset 
coordinator team has been created to support 
Judy Windwood of Wimborne. We planned a 
meeting of the team to put names to faces and 
identify which local issues should be prioritised. 
At the time of going to press, that meeting had 
not been held, but it will be in the near future. 
Indeed, you are able to read team member David 
Webber’s letter opposite, showing an example of 
the close attention being given to local issues. 

Rides
Saturday rides continue, although it has to be said 
that most recently the weather has deterred the 
faint-hearted, most notably yours truly. 
However, we have a core of enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable riders able to lead. Reminders are 
issued prior to each ride, so you need not be 
disappointed if you turn up. With better weather 
on the way, the group will continue to flourish.
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DCN Coordinators DCN Committee

Chairman & newsletter editor
Michael Evans QPM
Farrs Coach House, Wimborne BH21 4EL 
01202 880966  chair@dcn.org.uk 

Vice-Chairman & Secretary  
Peter Henshaw
30 Hunts Mead, Sherborne DT9 6AJ
01935 389357   sec@dcn.org.uk 

Membership Secretary: Gerry Bannister
12 Farm Lane, Christchurch, BH23 4AH
01425 279653 membership@dcn.org.uk

Treasurer & Webmaster: Phil Wilson
12 Sandford Way, Broadstone BH18 9NW  
01202 601107 treasurer@dcn.org.uk

Advertising manager: Joan Fordyce
30 Greenhayes Rise, Wimborne BH21 1HZ
01202 848861  adverts@dcn.org.uk

Other committee members:
Dilys Gartside, Roland Tarr, Ken Cook, 
Stewart Sinclair, John Thraves, Ken Reed, 
Judy Windwood (details in column 1)
and 
Peter Aldous
01258 458510 peterhaldous@hotmail.com

DCN members in several towns are now 
under-represented because they have 
no one to coordinate their interests. 

A Coordinator does need specialised 
knowledge, and with other local members can 
share the work of looking at cycling needs 
and liaising with the council. 

Please contact me with suggestions about how 
we can fill these vacancies.

Michael Evans

DCN CONTACTS
Contacts may be able to advise on matters in their areas 

but do not undertake active campaigning issues

Bournemouth Cycling Forum : 
John Hayter 
01202 510706 tandemist93@talktalk.net   
Gillingham: Colin Parks
07974 703836  gill@dcn.org.uk
Lyme Regis: Julian Bond
01297 444595  lyme@dcn.org.uk

COORDINATORS 
NEEDED

Blandford & Sturminster Newton 
Dilys Gartside 01258 860157 
blan@dcn.org.uk or  snew@dcn.org.uk

Bournemouth  VACANT

Bridport   VACANT

Christchurch and Highcliffe
John Simpson 
01425 275109 chri@dcn.org.uk

Dorchester  
Roland Tarr 
01305 262359  dorc@dcn.org.uk

Ferndown, West Moors, Verwood  
Ken Cook  
01202 890084  fern@dcn.org.uk

Poole Stewart Sinclair
01202 743477  pool@dcn.org.uk

Purbeck 
John Thraves 
01929 554550 purb@dcn.org.uk

Sherborne Peter Henshaw
01935 389357 sher@dcn.org.uk

Weymouth & Portland  VACANT
Acting Coordinator: Ken Reed
01305 772654  weym@dcn.org.uk

Wimborne Judy Windwood
01202 885075 wimb@dcn.org.uk
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Welcome to new members
Thank you for supporting the 

campaign for a cycle-friendly Dorset

ADVERTISING RATES
Commercial 

18cm x 12 cm 
(full page) £50 p.a.
9cm x 12cm £25

  9cm x 6cm £12.50 
Incl. web entry

DCN Members
 Free up to 

quarter page
incl. web entry

Donation welcome
if you make a sale

Annual subscriptions 
   Due each 1 October for the following 
    calendar year. The rates are
• £8 for printed newsletter, subs by cheque
• £7 for printed newsletter, subs by 
  standing order
• £7 for newsletter by download, subs by cheque
• £6 for newsletter by download, subs by
   standing order

Standing Orders
Forms are available from the Membership 
Secretary or online at dcn.org.uk/so.doc

It helps us if you can make your standing order 
payable on or near 1 October each year

Please ensure it is for the correct amount. If your 
standing order is for £6 we assume that you will 
download your newsletters.

For help on membership matters, please ask the 
Membership Secretary (see p.23)

DCN and Dorset Cyclists’ Network are the working 
names of Dorset Cyclists’ Network Limited

A private non-trading company no. 07265177 
limited by guarantee 

Contact your nearest Coordinator (see p.23)
about local cycling issues

Enquiries to advertising manager (page 23)

BLANDFORD Off Camber
BOURNEMOUTH Bournemouth 
Cycleworks, On Yer Bike, Primera.  
BRANKSOME Bikes 
BURLEY Forest Leisure Cycling
BRIDPORT Bspoke, Revolutions
BROCKENHURST Cyclexperience
CHRISTCHURCH Cyclexperience, 
Lawsons 
FERNDOWN Pedals Cycle Centre 
HOLTON HEATH Dorset Road Bike 
Centre 
LONGHAM Bicycle World
POOLE Ride Cycleworks, Cycle Paths, 
Bikelab, 
SHERBORNE Riley’s Cycles
WAREHAM Cyclexperience
WEYMOUTH Cycle Life, Westham 
Cycles 
WIMBORNE Samways & Son
MOTOBITZ Boscombe, Ferndown, 
Winton, Oakdale

DISCOUNTS FOR DCN MEMBERS
Show a valid membership card. 

Discounts may vary at each shop
Recycle your old bike

Bikes to Africa 01206 617865 
www.re-cycle.org
Sherborne   01747 851397 hope2cycle.org.uk
Bournemouth (Wheelie Great Bike Store): 
01202 310400 www.wgbs.org.uk
Weymouth & Portland 3R Cycles 
deborah.rodin@rethink.org  07918 166168
New Forest Bike Project 07818 403114
www.newforestbikeproject.org

       Blandford
Nigel and Vanessa Bastable
Robin and Susan Clay
Michael & Alexandra Buckley
Peter & Sue Finklaire

         Ferndown
Christine Wellman;  Bernard Griffiths

         Salisbury
John, Annette and Tom Belk

         Wareham
Catherin Powell

         Wimborne
Patricia Dumas 
Joy, Hugh & Ed Dickson
Helen Allen


