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   A problem that recurs every so often is that a 
council may announce it suddenly has money to  
spend on a cycling project, and expect us to 
comment on it in too short a time. 
   We think that councils should always be 
making plans for future cycling infrastructure 
even when money is not immediately available, 
so that DCN and other interested bodies would 
have more time for consultation. The DCN 
Committee will try to get councils to adopt this 
practice. We’ve tried before and succeeded 
short-term, but gradually they forget or 
continuity suffers when there are staff changes.
   I hope you like the mix of news in this issue. 
we have stories of cycling in Holland, France 
and round the world, bits of cycling history, and 
even some reports of actual and potential cycle 
route improvements.
  Finally, I hope you will give thought to finding 
a new Chairman when I stand down from the 
post next June after 25 years.

Michael Evans
Chairman DCN

Editorial
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DCN regular rides

PURBECK 
Summer Wednesdays 6.30pm 
More details on page 11
John Thraves 01929 554550  
purb@dcn.org.uk

FERNDOWN 
1st and 3rd third Saturdays 10am
Start point varies. 20 miles with stop.  
Ken Cook 01202 890084  fern@dcn.org.uk
SHERBORNE Some Sundays 10am
Summer Thursdays 6pm
Peter Henshaw 01935 389357   
sher@dcn.org.uk
STUR NEWTON/BLANDFORD 
'Simply FABULOUS':  
'Blossom': 2nd Sat or Sun am. 3hrs with stop.  
'Buds': 1st Friday am  1-2hrs with stop 
Various start points   
Dilys Gartside 01258 860157    
blan@dcn.org.uk 

POOLE 1st Saturdays April to October.
Short, easy cycle rides from Upton House
2-3 hours including coffee stop
David Anderson 01202 697376 
pool@dcn.org.uk

WIMBORNE
Sundays monthly 
10.30am from Walford Mill 
2 to 3 hours  incl. lunch stop. See web site for 
dates or contact Joan Fordyce 
01202 848861  wimbornerides@dcn.org.uk

Every Monday and Friday. 
10.30am from Walford Mill 
Friendly, gentle 1-2 hr rides with coffee stop. 
Suitable for new riders.
Michael Evans 01202 880966
michael@dcn.org.uk

Additional Wimborne rides: see page 7

Check www.dcn.org.uk/regularrides.html or phone for updates.

Riversdale 
Guest House

33 Poole Rd, 
Wimborne, BH21 1QB
 welcomes cyclists!

Owner and keen cyclist Charles Glide offers 
details of local routes and safe storage for 
bicycles, tools for emergency repairs 
and pressure-washing for mountain bikers 
by prior arrangement. 
Close to the Castleman Trailway and a 
pleasant stroll into the town centre. Wimborne 
Minster is an ideal base for a pleasant off road 
cycle to the coast or inland rural Dorset. 
Charles is also happy to provide maps and 
help co-ordinate short guided rides around 
Wimborne. Why not make Wimborne a base 
for your cycling holiday?

 01202 884528 
charles@riversdaleguesthouse.co.uk

www.riversdaleguesthouse.co.uk
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Other cycle rides
Check www.dcn.org.uk/dates.html for updates

Rides on this page are as sent in by the organisers shown. You are advised to check 
they are up to date. DCN does not accept responsibility for errors or changes.

Please tell chair@dcn.org.uk if contact details don’t work

National Trust Kingston Lacy House
Thursdays 9.30am 1-hr “Health Ride”
and Moors Valley Country Park 
Wednesdays 10am 1-hr “Health Ride”.
Saturdays: Bike Fit and children’s sessions
01425 470721 www.moors-valley.co.uk/events/

Wimborne Pedal Pushers  
Paul Jenns 07900 987624 paul@jenns.biz

Stourton Caundle. 
Mondays: Apr-Oct  all day 60-80 miles
Nov-Mar all day 40-50 miles 
Fridays: mornings only, 30-40 miles
Suitable for all ages, moderate sustained pace. 
Coffee, lunch and tea breaks 
Tom Eden 01963 364447 / 07711 133736
tom.eden141@btinternet.com

New Forest
8.45am Saturdays at Waitrose, Christchurch or 
9am near “The Oak PH”, Burton. Return to start 
by noon. 20 miles. No need to book

Upwey 
Monthly first Sunday (not September). Meet 
10am near The Ship Inn, Elwell Street, Upwey. 
Ron March 01305 813935
Christchurch Bicycle Club
Various rides 40-60 miles in New Forest
Rob Jamieson 01202 489858
West Dorset
  CTC: Saturdays 10.15am. From Weymouth 
(RSPB hut, Swannery Car Park) or Dorchester 
(Top o' Town cafe). About 25 leisurely miles 
with lunch stop.
  Folders: Usually 1st Thursday. Train-assisted 
but riders can join at the start of the ride. 
Check start times : www.westdorsetctc.org.uk
Blackmore Vale 
“TryCycle” short and easy rides for getting back 
to cycling. www.wessexctc.org/bv.htm
Salisbury Cycling Campaign (COGS)
3 or 4 evening rides a month May to August. 7 
to 14 miles, leisurely pace, refreshment stop. 
Non-members please phone or email first.   
01722 325608  hello@cogsbike.org.uk

A new e-bike claims to 
provide a boost to your 
cycling when you need it, 
without having to be 
recharged from the wall. 
The Velocipede 
Fogliaverde is a lugged 
steel frame of double 
butted high-quality Italian 
Columbus tubes brazed by 
hand, with an integrated 
battery, sensors and electronics.
Seven modes allow you to choose how and 
when your riding gets an electric-powered 
boost. One option automatically provides 
assistance when needed and recharges using 
regenerative braking. When set to this hybrid 
mode, the bike does not need to be recharged.

Designer Peter Grünblatt 
said “I use the bike from 
home to the train station 
every day, about 4 km 
with around 200m in 
altitude difference. Going 
downhill in the morning, 
the system gains energy, 
in the evening it supports 
me getting up the hill. 
I have not recharged the

                             system in 3 months.”
Conventional topping up via wall socket takes 2 
hours. The current price is around £2,500. 
See details at http://tinyurl.com/ebikenocharge 
and a YouTube video at 
http://tinyurl.com/ebikenochargevideo

Electric bike that “never needs charging”
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Greenwood 
Guest 
House

Small friendly 
B&B 

in a quiet road 
(some off road 

parking)
Lockable garage for bicycles

Easy level walking distance to 
beach and town centre

Conveniently located for railway station 
(mainline to London) and Condor Ferry 

(to the Channel Islands)
Open All Year

1 Holland Road, Weymouth, DT4 0AL
Tel: 01305 775626

www.greenwoodguesthouse.co.uk
enquiries@greenwoodguesthouse.co.uk

tims cycle shop
28 Abbotsbury Road 
Weymouth  DT4 0AE 

01305 781831
timscycleshop@gmail.com

NEW AND USED BICYCLES
CYCLE SALES, SPARES, 

REPAIRS, SERVICING 
AND ACCESSORIES

Poor road surfaces
David Webber (DCN Ferndown) is concerned 
about the poor state of Cobham Road at 
several locations on the Ferndown Industrial 
Estate, and has reported them several times to 
the County Council with photos (see below.) 
The last time he did so was in mid-June. The 

reply asked him to check whether the work 
had been done. It had not! He’s wondering 
what he must do next to get anyone to take his 
reports seriously. We’ve asked DCC for a 
comment but have had no reply at the time of 
writing this.

Quote
from “The Periodic Table” 

by Primo Levi 
Italian chemist and author 

1919-1987

“Distilling is beautiful. . .  
because it is a slow, 
philosophical and silent 
occupation, which keeps you 
busy but give you time to 
think of other things - 
somewhat like riding a bike.”
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Poole
Coordinator : Stewart Sinclair

The Poole coordinator group has held two 
meetings since being set up in February. The 
group consists of 6 members and most of 
the borough of Poole is covered. Any 
comments or suggestions for improving the 
cycle network in the borough are welcome 
and will be forwarded to the council.
We discussed proposed and planned 
improvements by the council and suggested 
further enhancements we would like to see.
We have attended two CLAG meetings and 
gathered some information:
   Gravel Hill will have a shared pathway on 
the west side (Delph Woods) to link Queen 
Anne Drive to Dunyeats Road and the 
existing network. A light controlled crossing 
is being installed on Dunyeats Road to aid 
crossing. There are plans for a shared path 
on the north side of Dunyeats Road to serve 
the schools.
   Plans for West Quay Road and West Street 
involve major road layout changes and a 

single direction flow for both roads. There 
will be a shared pathway along West Quay 
Road  similar to the current arrangement by 
ASDA. This will lead to a crossing point to 
the Quay from the improved access over 
Poole Bridge.
   There is a plan to link the current pathway 
from Hamworthy recreation ground to 
Upton Park via Rockley Park and Turlin 
Moor. The preferred route has some 
obstacles at this time, which are being 
looked into to provide a deliverable solution. 
This has the potential to bring visitors to 
Rockley Park into the town centre by 
bicycle rather than car.
   Several small changes are planned and 
others are in the pipeline or in progress.
   A light controlled crossing is now in place 
at The Willet Arms which will make 
crossing the road to Willet Lane easier.

(continued on next page)
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Poole
Continued from previous page

A light controlled crossing is being installed 
on Sandbanks Road by Turks Lane (end of the 
Baiter Whitecliffe pathway) and has been sited 
where most people choose to cross the road.

A topic I want to raise at the next CLAG in 
October is the signage in Poole, which is not 
very consistent and has little through 
destination information. For example, the sign 
at Sterte Road reads 'Town Centre' and 
nothing else. There is no further direction for 
Beaches, Bournemouth or Sandbanks and 
Westbourne only appears around Turks Lane.

Tom Gaze is leaving his role as Cycling 
Officer in August. At the CLAG meeting his 
manager Nick Phillips advised that a 
replacement was being interviewed and that 
interviews were being held for the assistant's 
post.

Gillingham to Shaftesbury 
proposed cycleway

from Colin Parks, DCN Gillingham

Colin Marsh and I have walked the route 
and we think that with the right budget 
and design it could be all right. 

 I was hoping to see the Shaftesbury town 
clerk to call another meeting but he is 
now on long-term illness leave. Another 
lady has taken over and is looking to call 
another meeting to report on progress to 
move things forward.

(Members who would like to be kept 
informed, or have suggestions, can 
contact Colin on gill@dcn.org.uk)
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Wimborne
Coordinator Judy Windwood  01202 885075  wimb@dcn.org.uk

Wimborne Rides
Our regular Monday and Friday morning rides 
are well attended, often with about 20 riders. 
We ride at a gentle pace, in groups of 6 to 8 to 
avoid causing difficulty for other road users. 
Distances vary from around 6 to 12 miles 
depending on the weather, wind, and the ability 
of the slowest riders. No one gets left behind, 
and we don’t mind waiting for slower ones to 
catch up or push their bikes up the hills. 
Michael Evans usually arranges these rides, 
sometimes with different leaders.
Joan Fordyce organizes our monthly Sunday 
rides, which are also at a gentle pace over about 
20 miles, with a lunch stop.  
For details of all the above rides, go to 
www.dcn.org.uk/wimbornerides.pdf

Some of our riders organize additional midweek 
and Sunday rides. If you’d like to be informed 
when these are to take place, send your e-mail 
address to Joan at wimbornerides@dcn.org.uk.

All rides are free and we welcome non-DCN 
members, though we do ask if they will join 
DCN to support our cycle campaign if they 
wish to come regularly.

East Dorset Walking and Cycling Map 
A new edition of these maps is now available at 
the Tourist Information Centre and the library in 
Wimborne.

DCN is contributing to a walking and cycling 
promotion window at the TIC which will soon 
be displayed.

I have been in touch with the County to see if 
we can sign cycle routes through the town 
centre. There are NCN Route 25 signs in the 
town but they are not particularly helpful for 
cyclists who stop in the town centre and need to 
find their way out to named destinations, 
especially south towards Poole.  
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The Merchant of Venice
in Ferndown

Cyclist-friendly coffee shop
Lorenzo invites cyclists

to his family run delicatessen
Large range of fresh cheese, meats, 
pasta and Fairtrade coffee. Gluten-free 
and organic products. Sandwiches and 

baguettes made on the premises
489 Ringwood Road, Ferndown 

BH22 9AG    01202 855166
info@merchant-of-venice.co.uk

Bike Craft Dorset

– Mobile Bike Mechanic
– Free collection & delivery

– Custom Bike Builds
- Competitive rates for repairs 
   and service of all type of bikes
- Cytech Level 2 Technician with fully equipped 
   home and mobile workshop
- Free collection and delivery to any Dorset address
- Basic Service from £30.00 
- Full Service from £60.00     
- 5 Star Strip and Rebuild from £100.00

Tel: Phil 07582 645334
E-mail phil@bikecraftdorset.co.uk
Web: www.bikecraftdorset.co.uk

Ferndown Coordinator
My move away from Dorset is planned for early 
2017 and is now widely broadcast. It is therefore 
important to plan for a replacement, or for a 
team who can jointly cover the Ferndown patch. 
Each member of the team could cover an area 
local to themselves e.g. Verwood/Alderholt; West 
Moors/Three Legged Cross; Ferndown; Parley. If 
you feel that you could be the DCN point of 
contact in one of these areas and would like to 
discuss the prospect, please let me know or 
contact the Chairman direct. Our contact details 
are on page 23.

Ferndown industrial estate
The long-awaited Cobham Road development is 
underway and has prompted us to take a closer 
look at what provision is being made for cycling 
in the revised road layout. We are not 
encouraged and reassurance from DCC has not 
yet been forthcoming. Although some funding 
will cover improvements to the Wimborne Road/

Ferndown
Coordinator: Ken Cook 

Cobham Road junction we have asked that wider 
cycle access to the Industrial Estate be reviewed, 
particularly making use of Bridleway E42/9 
which links Wimborne Road and Haviland Road 
and runs parallel to Cobham Road. DCC's 
decision to reissue the East Dorset Active Travel 
Map, in which considerable emphasis is placed 
upon access to industrial estates in the area, 
seems out of step. We hope to have more 
information in the near future.

Rides
In addition to our twice monthly Saturday rides, 
at the end of April we enjoyed a longer ride from 
Barford Farm (famed for its tasty ice-creams) to 
Tarrant Gunville, for a pleasant lunch at Home 
Farm (well worth a visit). By the time of 
publication, we will have undertaken another 
'Awayday', from the Farm to Sturminster Newton 
following the North Dorset Trailway.

Continued on next page
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DCN Wimborne goes Dutch
by Stewart Sinclair

Send us YOUR story
It’s always interesting to read about members’ 

rides, be they short or long. Your examples can 
encourage others to enjoy rides they may never 

have thought of. Stewart’s tale above is just over 
600 words but if you can manage only 100-250 
that’s fine, and if space is short some editing 
may be needed anyway. Send to the Chairman 

by email or clearly typed letter.

On a Sunday in June, twelve Wimborne DCN 
members had a week's cycling in Den Haag, 
Holland. We flew to Schiphol and a taxi took us 
to the city centre hotel which was our base for 
rides around the area and a day in Amsterdam. 
When we dined at an Italian restaurant near the 
hotel, we had a long wait as we were a large 
group, but the good thing was that all the meals 
came at the same time.
Our hired bikes were delivered on Sunday 
morning and after settling some minor 
problems, we set off for Delft and looked 
around the town. The "city buddy" plan worked: 
we had organised ourselves into three groups of 
four to make crossing traffic lights and 
junctions easier for us and the hundreds of other 
bikes on the road! 
On Monday the ride was cancelled as it rained 
all day. Joan, Adrian and I walked to Peace 
Palace and back to the hotel for coffee and talks 
with the others. We decided not to do a planned 
ride to Gouda on Thursday when we realised it 
would be complicated getting 12 of us with 
bikes on the train.
Tuesday was grey but dry, and our ride went 
through the sand dunes to Katwijk where we 
stopped for lunch. This followed the North Sea 
route on a paved pathway, very isolated with 
only the birdsong for company, yet from the 
high points we could see the coastal resorts. We 
rode back via Wassenaar with an ice cream 
stop. It drizzled two or three times along the 
return part but not enough to put people off. We 
hoped it would be dry the next day for the long 
ride to the Hoek van Holland.
It turned out to be a bright sunny day. We went 
through the dunes and had a coffee break at 
Kijkduin before a longish stint into a breeze, 
which is hard work when there is no wind break 

and you have to pedal to keep going on the flat. 
We spent a while at the sea defences visitor 
centre and rode back along the top of the dunes 
to stop at a beach cafe. Then it was 
Scheveningen harbour area for the evening meal 
and back to The Hague for a well earned 
shower and beer.
Thursday began with three heavy 
thunderstorms, the 5 o'clock one causing 
commuter chaos. We waited till it cleared up at 
1.30pm and then had a grand sunny afternoon 
through the dunes and a coffee stop in 
Wassenaar, with a shorter return route along the 
canal via Leidschendam back to Den Haag. 
On Friday we took the train to Amsterdam and 
got kitted up at the bike shop. Then it began to 
rain. Only a shower but enough to spill Jan on 
the tram tracks a little later. This was to be our 
only accident, fortunately. A stop in the 
Vondelpark and on to Amstelveen to view the 
closing doors in the dam, which allow the flood 
defences to be reinstated if needed whilst 
allowing the Metro to pass through. Further on 
we stopped at the Wildschut cafe, before 
reaching the Rijksmuseum and the melee of 
tourist Amsterdam again. Over the Skinny 
Bridge to the Waterlooplein and got the bikes 
back just before closing. Angela had a poor bike 
and as a result of her comments she had the day 
free. Dinner was in the cafe l'Opera, 
Rembrandtplein and then we took the 9pm train 
back to Den Haag for a final beer (or two) in 
the hotel lounge.
On the Saturday, a taxi took us to the airport 
where check-in and security were fairly easy. 
Our flight was only about 10 minutes late, and 
then we were back in Southampton. The holiday 
was over.  
Wonder what's next?

Ferndown Common liaison group
We have raised concerns about the proposed 
bridleway across the Common, stating that it 
should be improved for horse riders and cyclists 
if we are to deter them from using other paths 
and areas. This will be taken up with the County 
Council. Conservation work and the provision 
of better signage is on-going.

Ferndown (cont from p8)
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About affiliated membership 
DCN is affiliated to CyclingUK (formerly CTC) 
which, in addition to giving DCN 3rd party 
insurance cover for our organised events and 
rides, enables individual DCN members to obtain 
the affiliated individual membership at the 
reduced rate of £24 a year.

The main benefits are:
• £10 million 3rd party insurance cover for any 
cycling you do (whether with DCN or by 
yourself). 
• 15% off Cotswold Outdoor purchases
• Half-price YHA membership and 15% discount 
on YHA bookings
• A weekly e-newsletter ‘CycleClips’ with the 
latest cycling news.
• Plus several others.

For more info go to 
http://www.cyclinguk.org/membership/affiliate-
membership-for-cycling-clubs-and-groups-of-all-
types-and-sizes

To apply for affiliated CyclingUK membership

(a)  Complete the form at 
https://www.cyclinguk.org/join-membership/
setup/AFMI
The DCN affiliate club code is 8001702 
or (b) Apply in writing to 
CyclingUK Membership, Parklands, 
Railton Road, Guildford GU2 9JX 
Give your full details including phone and email 
(if any) the DCN affiliate code 8001702 
and a cheque for £24.00 payable to CyclingUK

For full CyclingUK membership
Go to www.cyclinguk.org/membership/
membership-for-individuals-families or phone 
0844 736 8451 or 01483 238301 (local rate)
Full membership includes legal services 
and 6 issues of Cycle magazine per year. 
Annual subscriptions are 

£21.50 for Students or under-18s
£70 for adults
£28.50 for over 65s or anyone retired/out of 
work (unwaged membership) 

CyclingUK membership for DCN members

Sir William Hamo Thornycroft RA (1850 - 
1925) was the sculptor who made the well-
known statues of Oliver Cromwell and Alfred 
the Great. His services to cycling would have 
been less well-known but for a visit he made to 
Dorset’s famous poet and novelist Thomas 
Hardy at Max Gate, Dorchester, one day in 
1895. His diary for 21 September records: 
“. . . we [cycled] into Dorset to see Thomas 
Hardy . . . it was baking hot and we had been 
cycling over the hills around Maiden Castle  . . 
.  we almost persuaded both him and Mrs 
Hardy to take up cycling.”
He left feeling that his efforts had been in vain, 
but shortly afterwards, Hardy bought bikes for 
his wife and himself. They became keen 
cyclists, and on one occasion rode from Max 
Gate to Bristol, then on to Gloucester and 
Cheltenham before riding back to Dorchester. 
Thomas Hardy was born in 1840, No excuse 
then for today’s 55-year-olds who say it’s too 
late for them to start cycling! 

Too old to cycle at 55? Rubbish!
by Michael Evans
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Laurie’s End, Wimborne. 
Self-catering HOLIDAY HOME 

Minutes from town centre but tucked away.
Spacious, light 1930s end terrace. 

Wood burner, garden, bike shed, car parking. 
Sleeps 3/4. Cycle from door to explore 

quiet routes, fabulous scenery 
and Dorset’s treasures.  

Book a Cycling Confidence Short Break or 
our ‘Ice Cream Crawl’ guided ride. 

01258 860157 
Dilys Gartside  NSIQ  

Cyclewisesouthampton@gmail.com
www.lauriesenddorset.co.uk 

Bournemouth
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

If you are a DCN member who lives or cycles 
in Bournemouth, please read this article, which 
has already been sent to members on e-mail.

As you may know, John Hayter is no longer 
DCN Coordinator for Bournemouth, having 
served you well in this capacity for many years. 

This means that DCN members have no local 
point of contact for issues they wish to bring 
to notice, and no direct representation on the 
Bournemouth Cycling Forum. As your 
Chairman I would like to try and help 
improve this situation. 

In looking for a new Coordinator, I am well 
aware how large a task it could be given the size 
of the borough. 

Until recently Poole also lacked a Coordinator 
and the situation was successfully resolved at a 
meeting I organized at the Town Hall. A small 
group of members was formed to deal with local 
cycling issues, led by Stewart Sinclair as 
Coordinator, who doesn't have to do everything 
as the work will be shared by the other members 
of the group. They live in different parts of the 
borough and can each apply their local 
knowledge.

I am suggesting that that a similar set-up 
might work for you, and I propose a meeting 
to discus it one Monday or Tuesday evening in 
November at the Town Hall. I have already 
been offered help by a Council officer to 
arrange this. 

If you are interested in attending a meeting, 
or if you can't but would like to be involved 
without attending, please let me know, giving 
your name and membership number, and 
which Monday and Tuesday evenings in 
November you would be free to attend. 

Nothing has been decided in advance, and it will 
be entirely up to Bournemouth members whether 
to propose and discuss other options at a 

meeting, whether you prefer the vacancy in the 
Coordinator role to continue indefinitely, or 
perhaps even offer to become a Coordinator 
yourself ! If you have ideas for solving the 
vacancy, do send them to me and we can see 
whether they appeal to fellow members.

I hope you will feel a meeting would be useful, 
and if nothing else I would enjoy meeting 
members whom I haven’t met personally.

Yours sincerely
Michael Evans

(contact details page 23)

(PS If you have an e-mail address and did not 
receive my e-mail on this subject in July, it’s 
because we don’t know it. 
If you would like us to add your e-mail address 
to our membership data, please send it to 
membership@dcn.org.uk quoting your 
membership number (if you know it.)
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North Dorset Trailway

Edited from Trailway News July 2016 
For a full report visit

www.northdorsettrailway.org.uk 

• Work has been done towards providing a 
link to the Trailway from Okeford 
Fitzpaine. The track is still rough but it 
should be cycle-friendly when complete.

• Sturminster Newton Town Council and 
Sturquest are trying to improve the entrance 
to the Trailway in Sturminster Newton as it 
is unattractive to visitors.

• The route and cost of a link between 
Sturminster and Stalbridge are still being 
investigated.

• Shillingstone Station Trust has not yet 
applied to divert the Trailway off the 
platform and below the station to rejoin the 
route on the other side, so we are waiting to 
see what happens.

• We hope to produce a new leaflet about 
how to find the Trailway in Blandford and 
Sturminster Newton.

• We have asked for more signs in both 
towns directing people to the Trailway. One 
visitor said it was better than the Otter Trail 
in Devon!

• The link between Spetisbury and 
Sturminster Marshall is being discussed 
with DCC because crossing the A350 is 
hazardous, especially for small children on 
bicycles.

• AGM Monday 21 November
Shillingstone Church Centre at 7.30pm 
Find out what progress or lack of it we have 
made and ask questions about parts of the 
Trailway that are important to you.

Purbeck
Coordinator: John Thraves

The Purbeck 
Freewheelers goes 
from strength to 
strength in our 10th 
year, with 5 new 
members joining us 
on the Wednesday 
evening rides. Our 
ages range from thirties to eighty plus and our 
rides cover the beautiful Purbeck countryside. 
We will be having a final summer ride at the 
end of August followed by a social evening in 
early September.
I recently visited my son who runs a Kite 
Surfing business in west Sussex and enjoyed the 
cycle way from Littlehampton through 
Worthing, Lancing to Shoreham, all by the sea.  
I reckon we are ten years behind the rest of the 
country on DCC's approach to cycling.
There have been changes at Sustrans with a new 
representative for the South and the South West, 
but Swanage remains out on a limb. Maybe they 
will declare Brexit independence.

Above and below: members of Purbeck Freewheelers
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 Gold Hill Organic 
Farm Shop

While cycling around our 
beautiful Dorset 

Countryside (on route 25) 
or hiking over Hambledon 

Hill, why not visit us?  
Farm Shop selling our own vegetables/meat/cheeses/organic dried goods and local 

produce. Art Gallery, Glass Blower, Cheese Maker.
Feel free to roam around our vegetable growing areas.

Child Okeford, Nr Blandford DT11 8HB
tel 01258 861916 

Open Thur and Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am - 4pm
www.goldhillorganicfarm.com

Sturminster Newton & Blandford
Coordinator: Dilys Gartside

Sturminster Town Council have published 
exciting proposals for a complete makeover 
of the town centre which would highlight 
the presence of the Trailway, involve 
moving the car park from old station to 
Clarke’s Yard and see the old station car 
park developed into the heart of the town 
with a central piazza similar to Wimborne.  

It is proposed to improve the Market Square 
and Museum frontage by removing the 
haphazard car parking and returning the 
space to people.

I have been invited to contribute my views 
regarding the siting of cycle racks and have 
suggested that a 20mph zone should extend 
throughout the town  to encourage cyclists 
and pedestrians.

Do have a look online at these proposals 
and watch this space…

www.sturminsternewtonplan.com/

Looking for cycle rides from Blandford?

Peter Aldous of DCN Blandford and DCN 
Committee member has not been cycling 
lately owing to a recent accident.

However, he would be interested to know if 
there is sufficient support for a weekend or 
even midweek pub run or two from 
Blandford in the autumn. You can contact 
Peter using the details on page 23.
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DCN Annual Meeting report

18 members attended the AGM in Dorchester 
on 18 June, and there were 20 apologies. The 
full minutes of the meeting and a copy of the 
accounts are available on the DCN website. 
Members can also ask for a copy by e-mail 
from the Secretary or send him an s.a.e for a 
copy by post.

The following were elected to the committee for 
the year 2016-17:

Michael Evans, Peter Henshaw, Ken Cook, 
Dilys Gartside, John Thraves, Ken Reed, Phil 
Wilson, Gerry Bannister, Judy Windwood, 
Roland Tarr, Stewart Sinclair, Peter Aldous. 
Refreshments were served after the AGM, then 
Dilys Gartside gave an interesting and amusing 
talk about her ride in 2014 from Orkney to the 
Isle of Wight.
A shortened version of the Chairman’s annual 
report is below. 

The Chairmanship
As announced in 2015 the coming year will be 
my final one as Chairman after 25 years. The 
vacancy has been advertised in the DCN website 
and newsletter, and in the public press. So far no 
one has responded.  The Committee will discuss 
how to fill the vacancy. 
Membership
Gerry Bannister volunteered to fill the post in 
March this year. His first report shows that 
membership numbers have risen by about 3% 
since last year.
DCN Branches
Gillingham & Shaftesbury
A cycleway linking these towns has been 
proposed, and two local DCN members, Colin 
Marsh and Colin Parks are representing our 
interests but there has been no progress yet. 
Poole
In February I discussed the Coordinator vacancy 
with Poole DCN members and the Cycling 
Officer Tom Gaze. Stewart Sinclair offered to 
fill the post, supported by other members who 
will cover various parts of the town. 
Wimborne and Ferndown
DCC announced a reprint of East Dorset cycle 
maps (see p 7 for update.) This was a last-
minute decision which gave too little time for us 
to check that the maps were accurate and up to 
date.
Coordinator vacancies 
(see page 24.)
Cycling issues
Dogs on trailways and shared paths. 
After submissions by DCN and other bodies 
Weymouth & Portland District Council passed 

byelaw requiring dogs on the Rodwell Trail to 
be on leads. Credit goes to Ken Reed and Anne 
Neale whose perseverance at the final council 
meeting carried the day.
There are uncontrolled dogs on trailways 
elsewhere such as Baiter Park in Poole.
Roads and cycleways
The A341 Gravel Hill between Dunyeats Road 
and Queen Anne Drive will be closed for road 
repairs for several months from July but it will 
be open to cyclists who will have a dedicated 
cycle path when the work is done. 
Poole Council have accepted DCN’s request  for 
the cycle route between Queen Anne Drive and 
Wimborne to be signposted.
Website
Phil Wilson is now our webmaster, in addition to 
his role as treasurer. 
Consultation
We need DCC to make and keep advance plans 
ready for future implementation when funds 
eventually became available and we will be 
asking them to do this, to give time for proper 
consultation. 
Conclusion
Thanks to DCN Committee members for their 
support over the past year, especially Phil 
Wilson and Gerry Bannister whose record 
keeping is essential to our smooth running, and 
to Peter Henshaw, the Vice-Chairman, who kept 
things going when I was away. I am also 
grateful to DCN members who have expressed 
appreciation for the work of DCN, and to those 
who add voluntary donations to their annual 
subscriptions. 

2016 Chairman’s report (abridged)
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DYLANS 
RESTAURANT

at the Courtyard Centre
Cyclists welcome

for breakfast, lunch or snacks
Open 7 days 9.30 to 5pm

Cottage Farm, Huntinck Road
Lytchett Minster BH16 6BA 

01202 631030
www.thecourtyardcraftcentre.co.uk

Follow the brown tourist sign 
on the A350 just north of Upton

OS ref SY 964 936

   Paul Stickler, a retired officer of 
Hampshire Police, will give one of his 
popular talks on historical murders on 2 
November at 2pm at Allendale House, 
Hanham Road., Wimborne   
One Saturday evening in July 1919 a 21-
year old woman went for a cycle ride and 
was later found shot dead. A man on a 
green bicycle was suspected and arrested. 
Was he the murderer, was it an accident, 
or did someone else do it? 
   Decide for yourself at the end of the 
talk.
Tickets £5 EDHT members, £7 non-
members from East Dorset Heritage Trust
01202 888992 9am - 5pm, Monday to 
Friday 
or cheque to EDHT, Allendale House, 
Hanham Rd. Wimborne BH21 1AS

The green 
bicycle murder
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Sweaters, polos, T-shirts, hoodies

Embroidered 
“DORSET CYCLISTS 
NETWORK”
Chest sizes: S (34/36")      M (38/40") 
L (42/44")   XL (46/48")    2XL (50/52") 
Order from 
www.salixembroidery.co.uk/html/
dorset_cyclists_network.html
or phone 01202 763291
Postage extra, or free if collected from
Salix, 2 Benson Road
Nuffield Industrial Estate, Poole  BH17 0GB
01202 950674   sales@salixembroidery.co.uk
SEE BELOW FOR YOUR £6 REFUND

Hi-Vis waistcoats
Printed on the back with

DORSET CYCLISTS’ NETWORK 
www.dcn.org.uk

Send cheque for £7.00 per garment payable 
to TOWER SUPPLIES to
Jonathan Aris, Tower Supplies, 
10 Yarrow Road, POOLE BH12 4TS

Ask for “Hi-Vis waistcoat model C15.SHV06/DCN”
and quantity and sizes required: (M 34/36”) 
(L 42/44”) (XL 46/48”) (XXL 50/52”) 
SEE BELOW FOR YOUR £6 REFUND

The newsletter is compiled by the Chairman and published in January, May and September.
Deadlines are 1st day of December, April and August. Send copy and images

by e-mail or by post to Chairman DCN.  Send s.a.e. for return of photos, cartoons and other artwork

Buy a DCN garment and get £6 off! 
Help promote DCN at the same time

We’ve found that the most cost-effective 
way of increasing our membership and 
raising our profile is through our members. 
You can do your bit to strengthen our 
campaign and increase awareness among 
cyclists of what DCN is doing for them, by 
wearing a garment with our name on it.

Salix Embroidery of Poole is a family firm 
producing for us sweater, hoodies, polos 
and T-shirts at prices from £10 to £25  and 
in a range of colours and sizes.

Tower Supplies is another local company 
producing Hi-Vis waistcoats for us, with 
our name and web address on the back, for 
£7 each. So after your £6 cashback from 
our Treasurer, you could get a warm DCN 
sweater for only £10, or a Hi-Vis waistcoat 
for only £1.00 ! Why delay? 

See the adjacent adverts for how to buy.
The limit on one item per member has been 
lifted, so if you have already bought an 
item, you can get yourself another one!

DCN garments

Pay for your garment and post or e-mail receipt to Treasurer DCN (address p. 23.)
Please give name, membership number, bank sort code and account number. 

How to pay for your purchase and get a £6 refund

     Sweater                        Hoodies                        Hi-Vis
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River Marathon

Peter Henshaw and Anna Finch (DCN Sherborne) on a European tandem tour
At Koblenz, we joined the 
Rhine, surprised to find 
that the path surfaces in 
Germany weren't so good – 
maybe they were older – 
but the river was just as 
interesting, one highlight 
being a never-used nuclear 
power plant which is now 
an amusement park – 
there's a carousel in the 
cooling tower. 
Into Holland, and of course 
the cycle routes were 
superb, though we did have 

to cope with the proverbial 'Dutch mountains' 
(headwinds) on the dyke-top roads. Finally made 
it to Hook of Holland and the ferry in 30 
degrees C of sticky heat. Four weeks, 1200 
miles and a lot of hard work...but it was fun.

What's the best way to 
avoid the hillier parts of 
Europe? Stick to the 
rivers. At least, that was 
our plan to minimise hill 
climbing on a fully laden 
tandem tour through 
France, Germany and 
Holland. One advantage 
of mainland Europe's 
river system is that a lot 
of it links together 
(unlike on our small 
island where they all tend 
to just head for the sea 
independently). So it's possible to cover a lot of 
miles without leaving the water.
We started from DCN's AGM in Dorchester 
(some of you may have seen the overladen 
Thorn tandem parked outside,) rode to Poole 
then took the train to Brighton, catching the end 
of the London-Brighton ride before finding a 
mostly traffic-free route to Newhaven.
6am in Dieppe, and the rain started as we 
pedaled off to find the old railway path that 
makes up the first 20 miles south. Then we got a 
puncture . . . 
Fortunately, the weather improved over the next 
few days (though the puddles came in handy to 
find air leaks) and by the time we reached hillier 
country west of Paris it was uncomfortably hot. 
Things improved when we left the city. 
Following a canal eastwards that misses out all 
the traffic, is of course flat and gave us a 
wonderful tailwind into the bargain. Leaving the 
canal a couple of days later meant more hills 
before dropping into the gently rolling Marne 
Valley and its champagne producers. 
Finally, at Nancy, we joined the Moselle, which 
has a fine tarmac cycle path alongside most of it 
– even the road sections have a decent cycle 
lane. With many miles of Moselle to cover, I 
thought it might get a bit samey after a few days, 
but we were constantly entertained by the 
vineyards clinging to near-vertical slopes, the 
massive industrial barges plying the river and the 
hordes of electric bikes. 
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Three bike car rack
Thule 9503. Tow bar mounted 
Recognised retail price £214

Asking £140 

Mike Rickson 01202 849706
duchesse42@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
by DCN members

 She doesn’t get ridden any more 
so is looking for a new owner. £200. 

Contact Monique 07766 581134
perroquet@monnick.freeserve.co.uk

If you’re looking for a hand-built, 
traditional British bike then 

you need a Pashley. 
Here she is, the Pashley Princess.

 Cycle carrier for sale.  
Tow bar fitting, takes two bikes and has a 
maximum weight of 30kg. Locks to the 

tow bar with a key to prevent theft.  
In very good condition 

Hardly been used.
Asking price is £60.

Contact Frank Walters 
01202 670278 fwalters@ntlworld.com

From Adrian 
Dawson, 
DCN Wimborne
There are  new 
bike stands at 
the refurbished 
Co-op in Corfe 
Mullen.  
After cycling to 

the Co-op for many  years and tying my 
bike to their railings it’s good to see they 
now have bike stands as part of their 
refurbishment.Congrats to the Co-op!
(Editor’s note: We’ve been trying for years to get 
cycle racks at the Co-op in Wimborne to replace the 
single “wheelbender”  but they don’t even reply to 
us!)

SOLD
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Cycling books

Many amputees 
want to be able to 
cycle, and there 
are various options 
for amputee 
cycling. “Stumps 
and Cranks,” is a 
new book about 
how to get started 
and take the first 
steps to a higher 
level of mobility 
and independence.

John Thraves, Coordinator for DCN Purbeck, 
has contributed to the book.

£23.95 on Amazon at 
http://tinyurl.com/stumpsandcranks

 Cycling round the world Cycling for amputees
Laid Back 

Around 
the World 

in 180 days
DCN members at 
the 2015 AGM 
heard Richard 
Evans talk about his 
amazing cycle ride 
around the world in 
2014.  Now you can 
read his fascinating 
and amusing 
detailed story. 

All profits will go to RoadPeace, the charity 
caring for the victims of road crashes. 

£6.95 on Amazon at 
http://tinyurl.com/hgrr48g
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DCN Coordinators DCN Committee

Chairman & newsletter editor
Michael Evans QPM
Farrs Coach House, Wimborne BH21 4EL 
01202 880966  chair@dcn.org.uk 

Vice-Chairman & Secretary  
Peter Henshaw
30 Hunts Mead, Sherborne DT9 6AJ
01935 389357   sec@dcn.org.uk 

Membership Secretary: Gerry Bannister
12 Farm Lane, Christchurch, BH23 4AH
01425 279653 membership@dcn.org.uk

Treasurer & Webmaster: Phil Wilson
12 Sandford Way, Broadstone BH18 9NW  
01202 601107 treasurer@dcn.org.uk

Advertising manager: Joan Fordyce
30 Greenhayes Rise, Wimborne BH21 1HZ
01202 848861  adverts@dcn.org.uk

Other committee members:
Dilys Gartside, Roland Tarr, Ken Cook, 
Stewart Sinclair, John Thraves, Ken Reed, 
Judy Windwood (details in column 1)
and 
Peter Aldous
7 Balmer Road Blandford DT11 7XT
01258 458510 peterhaldous@hotmail.com

As you can see above, DCN members 
in several towns are now 

under-represented because they have 
no one to coordinate their interests. 

 
A Coordinator does not need to have 
specialised knowledge, and with other 

local members can share the work 
of looking at cycling needs 

and liaising with the council. 

Please contact me with suggestions 
about how we can fill these vacancies.

Michael Evans

DCN CONTACTS
Contacts may be able to advise on matters in their areas 

but do not undertake active campaigning issues

Bournemouth : John Hayter
01202 510706 bour@dcn.org.uk 

Gillingham: Colin Parks
07974 703836  gill@dcn.org.uk

Lyme Regis: Julian Bond
01297 444595  lyme@dcn.org.uk

COORDINATORS 
NEEDED

Blandford & Sturminster Newton 
Dilys Gartside 01258 860157 
blan@dcn.org.uk  or  snew@dcn.org.uk

Bournemouth VACANT

Bridport   VACANT

Christchurch  VACANT

Dorchester  Roland Tarr
01305 262359  dorc@dcn.org.uk

Ferndown, West Moors, Verwood  
Ken Cook 
01202 890084  fern@dcn.org.uk

Poole Stewart Sinclair
01202 743477  pool@dcn.org.uk

Purbeck John Thraves 
01929 554550  purb@dcn.org.uk

Sherborne Peter Henshaw & Anna Finch
01935 389357 sher@dcn.org.uk

Weymouth & Portland 
VACANT
Acting Coordinator: Ken Reed
01305 772654  weym@dcn.org.uk

Wimborne Judy Windwood
01202 885075 wimb@dcn.org.uk
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Welcome to new members
Thank you for supporting the 

campaign for a cycle-friendly Dorset

ADVERTISING RATES
Commercial 

18cm x 12 cm 
(full page) £50 p.a.
9cm x 12cm £25

  9cm x 6cm £12.50 
Incl. web entry

DCN Members
 Free up to 

quarter page
incl. web entry

Donation welcome
if you make a sale

Annual subscriptions 
These are due each 1 October for the following 
calendar year. The rates are
• £8 for printed newsletter, subs by cheque
• £7 for printed newsletter, subs by standing 
order
• £7 for newsletter by download, subs by cheque
• £6 for newsletter by download, subs by 
standing order
    Standing Order forms are available from the 
Membership Secretary or dcn.org.uk/so.doc
    If you already pay by standing order please 
check the list above to see that it is for the 
correct amount.
    From now on, we assume that if you have a 
£6.00 standing order, you will download your 
newsletters in future.
    If your current standing order is not scheduled 
for 1 October, it would help if you could alter it 
to be paid on that date from 1/10/17. 
   For help with any query, please ask the 
Membership Secretary or Chairman. (see p.23)

DCN and Dorset Cyclists’ Network are the working 
names of Dorset Cyclists’ Network Limited

A private non-trading company no. 07265177 
limited by guarantee 

Contact your nearest Coordinator (see p.23)
about local cycling issues

Enquiries to advertising manager (page 23)

BLANDFORD Off Camber
BOURNEMOUTH Bournemouth 
Cycleworks, 
On Yer Bike, Primera.  
BRANKSOME Bikes 
BURLEY Forest Leisure Cycling
BRIDPORT Bspoke, Revolutions
BROCKENHURST Cyclexperience
CHRISTCHURCH Cyclexperience, Lawsons 
DORCHESTER Dorchester Cycles
FERNDOWN Pedals Cycle Centre 
HOLTON HEATH Dorset Road Bike Centre 
LONGHAM Bicycle World
POOLE Ride Cycleworks, Cycle Paths, 
Bikelab, 
SHERBORNE Riley’s Cycles
WAREHAM Cyclexperience
WEYMOUTH Cycle Life, Westham Cycles 
WIMBORNE Samways & Son
MOTOBITZ Boscombe, Ferndown, Winton, 
Oakdale

DISCOUNTS FOR DCN MEMBERS
Show a valid membership card. 

Discounts may vary at each shop
Recycle your old bike

Bikes to Africa 
  01206 617865 www.re-cycle.org
Sherborne: 
  01747 851397 hope2cycle.org.uk
Bournemouth (Wheelie Great Bike Store): 
  01202 310400 www.wgbs.org.uk
Weymouth & Portland 3R Cycles 

Blandford Forum
Mark Morley-Smith

Christchurch
Simon Dunsby and Lynsey Mearns

Milton Abbas
John and Sue Litchfield

Portesham
John & Elizabeth Surowiec

Sturminster Newton (Fifehead Neville)
Brian, Gillian & Daniel Puddy

Wimborne Minster
Hazel Wood
Peter & Susan Lockwood
John Cheese (Horton)
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